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Join the UCSB and Santa Barbara communities in reading
The Book of Delights: Essays by Ross Gay.

FREE AUTHOR TALK E\""’*FT!'E! Learn more about the book
7:30PM Thursday, May 8, 2025 4 and upcoming events:
UCSB Campbell Hall e www.library.ucsb.edu/ucsbreads2025
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UCSB Reads 2025
Author Talk: Ross Gay

7:30 PM, Thursday, May 8, 2025

UCSB Campbell Hall

Ross Gay, the author of the UCSB Reads 2025 book
The Book of Delights: Essays, will present a free, public
talk in UCSB's Campbell Hall, followed by Q&A and

a book signing.

Ti[m] To register and learn more about the book:
2 ';,_. www.library.ucsb.edu/Reads-2025-
ik Author-Talk

L . This event is presented by UCSB Library
SR in partnership with UCSB Arts & Lectures.

www.library.ucsb.edu @ m| X
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UCSB Reads Book
Giveaway for Students

Free copi i Delights
available wi 5 :

2:00 PM Thursday, January 16
Paseo

arn more about the book:
brary.ucsb.edu/

UC SANTA BARBARA
Library

Weaving Bookmarks

On World Bookmark Day, learn how to
weave your own bookmark out of
embroidery thread.

5:00 PM Tuesday, February 25
Instruction & Training 2509 (2™ Floor)

Delight of Found Things

Learn how to make a zine, collage
together, and share what brings
you delight.

Wednesday at 5:00 PM G SANTA BARBARA
Makerspace Library

B Learn More:
. www.library.ucsb.edu/
FoundThingsZine
UC SANTA EAREARA

Finding Wonder in
Everyday Experiences

Jonathan Schooler will present an app that
iosity through b ioral
nd mindfulnes

4:00 PM Tuesday, April 1
Pacific View Room

PACIFIC = ; sb.
VIEWS 5 ¥ WonderEveryday
UC SANTA BARBARA

Library

Speed Friending

Join UCSB Reads and Health & Wellness

Community Poetry
Readings

Celebrate National Poetry Month with
an afternoon of readings, featuring Poet
Laureates and community participants.

4:00 PM Tuesday, April 29
Instruction & Training 1312

UC SANTA BARBARA

Library
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Promotional Videos for Author Talk
(YouTube Playllst)

I

3 YouTube Search Q & 4 create [\ %

UCSB Reads

=— by UCSB Library - Playlist - 29 videos - 32 views
UCSB Reads is an award-winning campus-wide and community-wide "one book” program led by L

p Playall

What's UCSB Reads and why should students get involved?...

i UCSE Library « 72 views + 2 months ago

UCSB Reads 2025 promo 1 (1920x1080, w/captions)

UCSE Library * 97 views * 3 months ago

UCSB Reads 2025 promo 2 (1920x1080, w/captions)

==2 UCSB Library - 67 views + 3 months ago
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLj-McINWxjqfomw8lDf_o-rAgvY1KH1iV
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Spotify Playlist

https://open.spotif

@ G.] Q Premium Support Download | @ Install App Sign up m

Your Library

Fublic Playlist

A ¥yt The Playlist of Delights

=

o i Inspired by UCSB Reads 2025 selection: Ross Gay's "The Book of Delights
Create laylist 4 Feg ' F 3 ) ) )
- . : =— UCSB Library - 12 saves - 45 songs, about 2 hr 45 min

Let's find some podcasts to
follow

We'll keep you updated on new
episodes Title Album

Browse podcasts { Vladimir Martynov: The Beatitudes ;
Music of Vladimir Mart...

B Viadimir Martynov, Kronos Quartet

It Takes Two
Rob Base & DJ EZ Rock

Uncle Albert / Admiral Halsey - M...

. - Ram (Archive Collection)
Paul McCartney, Linda McCartney

Love Me In A Special Way

In A Special Way
DeBarge

Stay (| Missed You)

Stay (I Missed You)
Lisa Loeb

For All We Know

Never My Love: The An
Donny Hathaway

Come Back As A Flower

Journey Through The S...
Stevie Woncler

Stardust

Hoagy Carmichael

The Stardust Road

Heart and Soul (feat. Lisa Fischer ...

: 53 2 Sing Me Home
Hoagy Carmichael, Silkroad Ensemble

Billie Jean
Michael Jackson

Thriller

Didn't Cha Know

Erykah Badu

Mama's Gun

Can | Call You Rose?
Thee Sacred Souls

Thee Sacred Souls

YourPrivacy Choices @ Fig et

Bunny Wailer

Cookies GIECET R ET]

Fig Trees

‘ Before Sunrise
@ English juniorodeo, Blue Wednesday

The Bug Collector

UC SANTA BARBARA
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https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3iUlMTLAiiwOOW05xzm980
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3iUlMTLAiiwOOW05xzm980
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https://www.library.ucsb.edu/general-news/newsletter
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UCSB Reads 2025 Book Selection .
Congratulations to Our Graduating Library Announced UCSB Reads 2025 Kicks Off

Smdent Emplgyees I UCSE Library and the Office of the Executive Vice Chancellor are pleased (o UCSB Library's signature UCSB Reads 2025 program kicks off in January
3 2025 UCSB Reads book, The Boak of with a book giveaway for UCSE students on Jan. 16 and a zine-making
workshop in our Makerspace on Jan. 29,

is year's book selection, The Sook of Delights by Ross Gay, is a genre-
g codlection of short lyrical essays that celebrate the sm ordinary
rful reminder

More than 40 UCSE Library student employees graduated in June, We'd like
them - and those who graduated earlier this academic year - for

ion and hard work, and wish them luck in their future A New York Times hestseller, The Book of Dy £is a genre-defying h
caollection of short lyrical essays that celebrate the small, ordinary wonders
In the world around us, Written daily over one tumultuous year, the wonders in the workd around us. The bock serves as a p
king out a space In our lives for joy brings us closer together,

During finals week and commencement, we profiled many of aur humerous, peetic, and philosophical essays cover a wide range of topics that
graduating student employees on the digital displays in the Library and on that will feel familiar to readers. The book serves as a powerful reminder
our social media accounts, including Instagram. Facebook and Linkedin. that staking out a space in our lves for joy brings us closer together. CSB Reads brings the campus and Santa Barbara communities together

to read a common book that explores compelling issues of our time.
UCSE Reads Is an award-winning program that brings the campus and
Santa Barbara communities tagether to read a common boak that
explores compelling issues of our time.

y d the Full Announcement
UCSB Reads 2025 Shortlist et
The Library has announced the New Exhibition:
shortlist for UCSE Reads 2025 Polar Opposites

Polar Opposites features the works

IS |

Review the shortlisted titles and
vote for your top pick by August 19

for a chance to receive a free copy
of the selected book. NOVember 2024 Janual’y 2025

SANTA BARBARA May 2025
- ent Closure afthe Library

July 2024

UCSB Reads 2025 Author Talk

Jain us for the signature UCSB Reads 2025 event. Ross Gay, the author of
The Book of Deligh. il present a free, public talk, followed by Q&A and a
book signing.

This event is presented by UCSB Library in partnership with UCSB Arts &
Lectures. Advance registration is required.

7:30 PM Thursday, May 8
UCSE Campbell Hall

UCSB Reads 2025 Videos
Watch UCSEB students describe why
they enjoyed reading The Book of
Delights by Ross Gay and are
excited to attend his free, public

UC SANTA BARBARA
Library 10


https://www.library.ucsb.edu/general-news/newsletter
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https://conta.cc/421NAOC
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Campaign Microsite (LibGuide)

https:

University of Call

UC SANTA BARBARA
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University of California, Santa Barbara
UCSB Reads 2025
Information about UCSB Reads 2025

Home

The Book

The Author

Events

Information for Faculty &

Courses

Information for Students: Get
Involved

Sponsorship
Promation

UCSE Reads 2025 Advisory

Committee

Books Shartlisted for UCSE
Reads 2025

Long List of Beoks Considered
for UCSE Reads 2025

About UCSB Reads

UC SANTA BARBARA

Library

uides.library.ucsb.edu/ucsbreads2025

Library Horm e Giving

LibGuides | UCSBE Reads 2025 ' Home

search this Guide Search

UCSB Reads 2025 Book Selection Announced

The UC Santa Barbara Library and the Office of the Executive Vice
Chancellor are pleased to announce the selection of the 2025

UCSB Reads book, The Book of Delights: Essays by Ross Gay.

MNow in its 19th year, UCSB Reads is an award-winning program
that brings the campus and Santa Barbara communities together
to read a common book that explores compelling issues of our

time.

A New York Times bestseller, The Book of Delights is a genre-
defying collection of short lyrical essays that celebrate the small,

ordinary wonders in the world around us. Written daily over one
tumultuous year, the humorous, poetic, and philosophical essays
cover a wide range of topics that will feel familiar to readers. Among Gay's delights: a high five from a
stranger, cradling a tomato seedling aboard an airplane, the silent nod of acknowledgement between the
only two black people in a room. Gay never dismisses the complexities, even the terrors, of living in America
as a black man or the ecological and psychic impacts of our consumer culture or the loss of those he loves. Yet
the book serves as a powerful reminder that staking out a space in our lives for joy brings us closer together.
According to Ploughshares, “The Book of Delights restores pleasure as a site of serious thought and, even
more, as a mode in inquiry in itself, while Gay’s wholesome (but never saccharine) voice convinces us that a

mode of inquiry, a way of thinking, too, can be a pleasure itself.”

Ross Gay is an award-winning poet, essayist, and professor. He is
the author of four books of poetry and three collections of essays,
including the follow-up The Book of (More) Delights. He is the
winner of the 2015 National Book Critics Circle Award for Poetry,
2016 Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award, 2021 PEN/lean Stein Award,
and 2022 Indiana Authors Award for Poetry. Gay has taught
poetry, art, and literature at Lafayette College, Montclair State
University, Drew University, and Indiana University, where he is a

faculty member in the English Department.

ROSS GAY

UCSB Reads 2025 will launch in January with a free book

giveaway for students. Throughout the winter and spring quarters,

the Library will sponsor talks, book clubs, workshops, and other learning, experiential, and social events to
explore the book’s themes. Instructors are encouraged to incorporate The Book of Delights into their winter or

spring courses. The Library will provide free copies of the book to all students who are assigned to read it as

11
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UCSB Reads 2025 Shortlist Announced

University of California, Sa bara LOGIN GIVING

UC SANTA BARBARA Research Services Visit About Q
Library

UCSB Reads 2025 Shortlist Announced

News Center

i Publicati
Slbrarkublications The UCSB Library is pleased to announce its shortlist of

titles under consideration for UCSB Reads 2025, The four
nonfiction titles and one fiction title explore diverse cultural,

Library Newsletter

social and scientific subjects that can ignite discourse and

Annual Impact Reports thoughtful discussion inside and outside of the classroom.

UCSE Reads is an award-winning campus-wide and

From the Archives: Special
community-wide “one boek” program led by UCSB Library.

Research Collections F ) %
An advisory committee composed of UCSB faculty, staff,

Newsletter
LOGIN

MNewsletter Sign Up
UC SANTA BARBARA Research Services Visit About

Library

UCSB Reads 2025 Book Selection Announced

News Center

Lib Publicati Z : -
IRISRYHHRHCAtIoNS The UC Santa Barbara Library and the Office of the

Executive Vice Chancellor are pleased to announce the
selection of the 2025 UCSE Reads book, The Book of

' THE BOOK OF
: DEL GHTS 2 @ Delights: Essays by Ross Gay.
SRS ey

MNow in its 19th year, UCSB Reads is an award-winning

Library Newsletter

Annual Impact Reports

From the Archives: Special program that brings the campus and Santa Barbara
. communities together to read a common book that explores
Research Collections

o compelling issues of our time.
Newsleter _ROSSGAY _
A New York Times bestseller, The Book of Delights is a
s —— + s .
Newsletter Sign Up genre-defying collection of short lyrical essays that

celebrate the small, ordinary wonders in the world around
us. Written daily over one tumultuous year, the humorous, poetic, and philosophical essays covera
wide range of topics that will feel familiar to readers. Among Gay's delights: a high five from a

stranger, cradling a tomato seedling aboard an airplane, the silent nod of acknowledgement

UCSB Reads 2025 Book Selection Announced

UC SANTA BARBARA
Library 12
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Instagram

https:

www.instagram.com/ucsblibrar

Content included:

First impressions of the book

(interviews with UCSB students), https://
www.instagram.com/p/DFk_v1gK8D9/

Book giveaway promo,_https://www.
instagram.com/p/DE0SaeWt5Hy/

Book selection announcement, https://

www.instagram.com/p/DB19WksPiha/

Tote bag giveaway game, https://www.
instagram.com/p/DISEMtvhaqy/?img

index=1

Collaborative post with student group,

https://www.instagram.com/
hercampusucsb/p/DJXS8K-Shgl/?img

index=1

Behind the scenes of the video shoot for
the author talk promo videos, https://www.

instagram.com/reel/DESmcmBKéna/

Story highlights:

uesblibrary
Original audio

ucsblibrary Mark your calendars! @
Only 2 weeks to go until Ross Gay, the
author of the UCSB Reads 2025 book
selection "The Book of Delights,"
comes to @ucsantabarbara for a free
public talk, Q&A, and book signing in
Campbell Hall. Advance registration is
required. Presented in partnership with
@artsandlectures.

#UCSBLibrary #UCSB
#UCSantaBarbara #UCSBReads

Edited - 13w

£

mmamiilis Mok crmnie dinbentn wall Gan

View insights

QY R

@ [ Liked by ucsantabarbara and 21
others

April 24

(© Addacomment..

https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18043147289491999/

Promo videos for author talk:

https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DJR5FB3Jv2G/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DJXJRZHNh1Q/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DI1dxV8C190/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/Dljplggibxy/

Tabling event and tote bag giveaway promo:

https://www.instagram.com

UC SANTA BARBARA
Library

DJWOvEUNRXP
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https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DFk_v1qK8D9/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DFk_v1qK8D9/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DE0SaeWt5Hy/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DE0SaeWt5Hy/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DB19WksPiha/
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https://www.instagram.com/hercampusucsb/p/DJXS8K-ShgI/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/hercampusucsb/p/DJXS8K-ShgI/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DF5mcmBK6na/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DF5mcmBK6na/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DI1dxV8C190/
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18043147289491999/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DJR5FB3Jv2G/ 
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DJXJRZHNh1Q/ 
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DI1dxV8C190/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsblibrary/reel/DIjplqqibxy/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DJW0vEuNRXP/
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ROSS GAY

o A o S 5 S O

ARTS, CAMPUS. » COMMLINITY
May 5, 20

Author Ross Gay caps off UCSB Reads 2025 with
appearance on campus

Shelly Leachman

ulminating the latest season of U Reads, “The Book of Delights" author ftoss
i [l give a free, public talk, followed by a QA and book signing, presented by

Arts & Lectures.

5B Library in partnership with |

tration for th i, being held at 230 pm. Thur

¢, Mary 8, in Campbell Hall, s

ll be a standby line in case of no-shows.)

currently full; ther

Campaign

HER CAMPUS" CULTURE  STYLE  WELLWESS LIFE  camien  moks O

HERI CAMPUS X UCSB
READS: NOT A BOOK CLUB
(BUT KINDA)

wass @@ X in B

0 SASCHAMCCAULEY
Stuaiont Camiriusar, Unéversty of Caflfansia - Sanda Berbore

When | first heard the words “Campus-wide reading program, ™ | immediately fad flashbacks 1o mandatory high
school sumemer reading. You know Lhe ones — big bogks, small print, and even smaller mothiation to actually finlsh
therm. 5 when | 5w Signs for 5 all awer the LRaary, My TIF3L reaction was something lie, fove thet for
Vou guys._ bt n2 thanks.

But then | actuslly locked into what | 1 — and realized it's the epponitn of what | thought. It's nat about
Tercieg anyone to read a book they don't care about. It's not just for Engtish majors. It's not homework, s an
imvitation to engage, reflect, and feel connected 1o the broader campus and community through one shared,
earefully chonen hook. And this year's selection, The fook of Deliahts by Fuss Gir, couldn’t Be maep fitting.

So, what exsetly fs | and why should you care?

UCSB READS: MORE THAN JUST A BOOK

The Current

_ Santa Barbara’
=a wea _ [NGEDENdent
ows :;::unm.m Living :’::n’ P Opinion  Events Sports Obitusries T ¥

Drink i Estate Parenting

Columns > Al Bosked

All Booked: Thankful for Role
Models

By Texsa Reeg & Richelle Boyd f X = 8
Wiedd Now 06, 7074 | 273pmn

Hella, fellom bookworms!

s been & while since | threw my own ook recommendations into the ring! | hope you've been enjoying the
recoenmendations from my lovely quest stars Nathan, Saeah, Caitlin, Leslie, Donny. and Richelle the past few monthe
halbe chimes in at the end of this column 1o showcase & book and author coming 1o town for LICSE Arts &

res et waek!

1 ohar exciting 5B, book mewa, LICS!
Ross Gay. described o3 "s genre-delyi
the world seound us” Learm mare sbo:

P wrsancad B selaction for 2025 The Book of Deights: Exsays by
colection of shoet lyrical estiys that celebrate e small,
S Reads and the 2025 boak here

ruaey wornders in

With the spocky season aver, wete dehving into the caziest time of sutumn: That pericd full of giving thanks, spending
time with family aned friends, and, If you're me. the appie pie | make from scratch with my dad every year. This year, ['ve
Been feeling vary thankul for the soke models around me, The pecple who demonstrate hard work and kindneas and how
wio can &l make the workd arcund us just 8 litthe b better

itely serve 9 role
o imvshves repeated

With that i rrind, heere ate frve women whae memmeirs Mee enjoyed this year and wha can d
models in o myrisd of ways. Quick rigger waming: Twa of these books feature sexual aseas
stbuse of a mince

CLUB

How in itz 18th year, UCSA Reads fs an award-winning campus tradition that beings together students, faculty, staff,
#ned the Sant Barbara community o read one book, together, over the course of winber and spring quarters
7 by the UCSB Library s then-Executive Vice Chancellor Gene Lucks, th pregram i sow <o
Litwary and the Office of the Executive Vice Chancedlor,

N IR [ o tcuty,san, sussens, e comemaniy pstners comes ogethes o select a book that's

provoking, and accessibie. must be by a living author (bom paints if they're a great

Extra! Classified

Her Campus

SOUNDCLOUD

[S Inside IV: UCSB Reads

The Book of Delights THE BOOK OF

% DELIGHTS
::f ’é :

ROSS GAY

Santa Barbara Independent

UC SANTA BARBARA
Library

Seems a little quiet over here

KCSB
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https://news.ucsb.edu/2025/021862/author-ross-gay-caps-ucsb-reads-2025-appearance-campus
https://www.hercampus.com/school/ucsb/her-campus-x-ucsb-reads-not-a-book-club-but-kinda/
https://www.independent.com/2024/11/06/all-booked-thankful-for-role-models/
https://soundcloud.com/kcsbfm/inside-iv-ucsb-reads-the-book-of-delights
https://news.ucsb.edu/2025/021862/author-ross-gay-caps-ucsb-reads-2025-appearance-campus
https://www.independent.com/2024/11/06/all-booked-thankful-for-role-models/
https://www.hercampus.com/school/ucsb/her-campus-x-ucsb-reads-not-a-book-club-but-kinda/
https://soundcloud.com/kcsbfm/inside-iv-ucsb-reads-the-book-of-delights

